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Peripheral canal
would threaten Delta

T
HERE r.h~.y ~o agaln, supplies, a tricky thing to do when con-

De~p(t¢ voter rejection in sldertng how the wa~er supplles ~: Lhe
1082 of =t pertpher~l e~,.nM rh;zt West h=tve l-teen e~-ved up arld contr&cled

¯
would divert water from the out.
Aznerlcan River t~ the trmln The canal wonM benefit Sottt.,hem Calf.

pump~ ~f the Callfcrnla Aqueduct n~ar forrila water user~ and Cmtral V~ey at-
Byron, ~grlcultural a!Id Southern ¢~- ric,|tural Intern.sis. Farmers in the
fornia water Interests have =g~.n fi:~ated asouthern end of ~e San JoaquLn Valley
mini~tu~-e version of this idea by st;tie would receive 80 percent of ~etr con-
md federal officials., tracted water supply t_hls year, as op-

Arty Ides= of’ dlverLL~g water from t~c pOe,~d tO the I00 percent dell~ery far
Delta -- ~e American River tsa tributaryfarmers in the c~ntral and northern part
- should be =unk tmmediab’.i~,. The of the state. The canal would expedite

Delta is too com- : " w~l©r :o
plex an eeologt~M ]~/~, ~)�~ -~3 ~ ~ so,alh.
body to tamper
"~’tth ira trthi~mo ~J~ ,ae,~O/~g, ca~ bod~ fo What Is really

needed in the
tieS. t~" i,7~ ~J~ ~7’~~. star~’s water pie-

from u~e Delta s~orag~ capacity.
¯ would affect ~=~ ~-=dinlty o[ ~xr are= end Already ~1~ year. mlIilo~ ul~n
allow more saRwater to lntrud~ tn~o l!on of gallons :gwater have been ].oa¢ to
frr~hw=t~r habitat. Another ~ouree of conaumcr~, sent to the c, cesn because of
w=ter would be neede~ to restore ~he ~ ~ae.k ofstorage. When this ~ccurs, our
D¢|ta during drought 7em’=, and ~ at wul.m" ~y’st~m f~. [ncrca~ed water
topl¢.has~or.yet been.broached, storage above or below ground wouldThe td~a 0£ r.he e=n~f w~
during recen~ negotlations by CALFED, a f~’uarantee ~at ~rudu~ v,~,t~r that co,rid

,feder~.=t~m p=strtez, b~p agency c~ ea~ed someday ease = drought out to tl~e ocean
to overs¢~ Ion,-term ~o|uttor~ for the world be a ra~e sight.
Delia. Fnr the past four.years, sta~e and The proposzl for ~ peripheral
federal offid~als ha~e been tzylng to ~nd a
compr~rrtts~ solution to tlxc Dcita’a woes, does not serve arty positice purpose for

a solution that balances people and flare Nocthecn Calrbrnm. especially not for the

With mor~ than 22 million Cail~’ornlans Delta. In fact. it could very well ruin the
relying on t]~e DeR= for tit�it water ~ Dclta’~ delicate b=lanre, Just to
most of them In Scuthem California -- the ./ofaclotts water appetites of Southern
tl~ere is constant nred to expand watcz CaJiforniano and {armers.
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